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INTRODUCTION

This policy reflects the values and philosophy of Alexandra C P School in relation to the teaching and learning of Information Communication Technology. It gives a framework to which staff works. It gives guidance on planning, teaching and assessment. This policy is to be used, in conjunction with the scheme of work for ICT which gives details of what pupils in each age will cover.

DEFINITION

Information and communication technology [ICT] prepares pupils to participate in a rapidly changing world in which work and other activities are increasingly transformed by access to varied and developing technology. Pupils use ICT tools to find, explore, analyse, exchange and present information responsibly; creatively and with discrimination. They learn how to enable rapid access to ideas and experiences from a wide range of people, communities and cultures. Increased capability in the use of ICT promotes initiative and independent learning; with pupils being able to make informed judgements about when and where to use ICT to best effect; and consider its implications for home and work both now and in the future. 

VISION FOR ICT

To utilise the benefits of technology to create a more exciting, rewarding and successful experience for learners of all ages and abilities, enabling them to achieve their potential. It is about equal opportunities, access to learning resources, creating links between schools and the home, ensuring the safety of all learners, personalising learning to enable learners and practitioners to interact and inspire each other, planning effective investment in technology and using technology to ensure efficiency and value for money.

Aims of ICT

The overall aim for ICT is to enrich learning for all pupils and to ensure that teachers develop competence to use ICT in the effective teaching of their subject.

ICT offers opportunities for pupils to:

· Develop their ICT compatibility and understanding the importance and how to select and prepare it

· Develop their skills in using hardware and software so as to enable them to manipulate information.

· Develop their ability to apply ICT capability and ICT to support their use of language and communication.

· Use ICT sources and ICT tools to solve problems/ research

· Understand the implications of ICT for working life and society.

At Alexandra we will:

· Provide a range of support of experiences in the ICT strands of handling and communicating information and modelling

· Use ICT to support other curriculum areas

DEVELOPMENT OF CONCEPTS

At Alexandra pupils will develop an understanding that technology, in various forms can be used for:

Communication and handling information

Modelling

THE ROLE OF THE CURRICULUM LEADER

Please refer to the subject leadership policy

THE ROLE OF THE TEACHER

· To keep up to date with subject knowledge / new developments

· To plan units of work in conjunction with the curriculum leader

· Deliver units of work and evaluate them

· Monitor pupils’ progress

TEACHING AND LEARNING

· Teachers fulfil New Curriculum / Key Stage 1 and Foundation Phase guidelines by following the Scheme of Work for Juniors and Early Years, and Smart Learning for KS1. Medium term plans are produced and adapted when necessary to ensure the plan is progressive in developing pupil capability. Plans are then evaluated and inform future planning.

· Planning is integrated to ensure the delivery of ICT is linked to subjects and takes on board the statutory requirements of other National Curriculum / Foundation Phase subjects

· Each class is allocated time in the ICT suite to accomplish their ICT scheme of work units and to apply the use of ICT to other subject areas [Timetable drawn up and reviewed regularly]. Each classroom also has an interactive board and computer and/or laptop. Software is stored centrally to ensure access for all.

· Each class is taught relevant skills appropriate to their ability through the Schemes of Work and Smart Learning. These skills are then applied through other curriculum areas, so reinforcing them.

· Teachers share lesson objectives with their children at the beginning of the lesson [WALT/WILF] and revisit them during the plenary to allow for evaluation / self-assessment

· A variety of strategies are used in the teaching of ICT e.g. modelling on the interactive whiteboard

*Please see separate ‘Internet Access Policy’

CONTRIBUTION TO THE WHOLE CURRICULUM

‘Pupils should be given opportunities, where appropriate, to develop and apply their ICT capability in their study of National Curriculum subjects’, this is planned for alongside other key skills

RECORDING, ASSESSMENT AND REPORTING

· As the class teacher works through medium terms plans, they will record progress against lesson objectives, noting any children underachieving or overachieving in their evaluations. These observations will be used to inform future planning.

· Where appropriate, ICT work will be marked in line with the schools’ marking policy.

· Teachers share lesson objectives with their children at the beginning of the lesson [WALT& WILF] and revisit them during the plenary to allow for evaluate / self assessment.

· Evidence of work from units & cross curricular work will be kept and handed to the subject leader towards a CD portfolio showing continuity and progression

· Pupils will be assessed in ICT termly against targets set at the beginning of the year based upon level descriptors [assessment files]

· Progress in ICT will be reported upon in an annual report to parents and parents evenings

MOINTORING AND REVIEW

· Monitoring is carried out by the Headteacher and subject leader through planning files and evaluations, informal discussion with staff and pupils, observation of ICT displays, ICT portfolio and classroom observations.

SEN

· In accordance with the school SEN Policy children with special educational needs will be identified as early as possible.  Procedures outlined in that policy will be followed to ensure that each child has access to a broad and balanced curriculum and makes the greatest possible progress.  

· See Policy on Special Educational Needs.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

· All teaching and non-teaching staff at Alexandra are responsible for ensuring that all children, irrespective of gender, ability, ethnicity and social circumstances, have access to the whole curriculum and make the greatest possible progress.  The school will ensure that learning opportunities for all are maximised and no one pupil is denied the chance to realise his/her potential because of issues relating to the above.  
·  See Policy on Equal Opportunities.
HEALTH AND SAFETY

· The school will ensure that children’s safety is paramount at all times.  Children will be made aware of safety issues and the need to respect others safety during all activities.
· See Policy on Health and Safety/Responsible use of the Internet Policy.
CURRICULUM CYMREIG

· Pupils will be given opportunities. Where appropriate, in their study of ICT to develop and apply their knowledge and understanding of the cultural, economic, environmental, historical and linguistic characteristics of Wales.

KEY SKILLS

· Pupils will be given opportunities, w here appropriate, to develop and apply their key skills in their study of ICT.  These opportunities are planned for within the medium term plans.
CROSS PHASE LINKS

· A continuous progressive curriculum runs through out the school. Whole school cross phase planning meetings take place.
· There are shared resources.
· End of Key Stage Assessments are passed on.
· Liaison with High school takes place (bridging unit).
REVIEW

· This policy will be kept under review by the Governing Body in conjunction with the teaching staff.

